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MT welcomed all to the meeting and reiterated that the Terms of Reference for forming the DSUWG is to try to improve the safety of the Dover Strait with ideas & objectives being discussed.  MT hoped thanked everyone for attending and hoped that the forum would be beneficial for all concerned and go some way to making the Strait a safer waterway to use. 

1.
Apologies
The Group had been formed with the assistance of Capt Eric Meare who unfortunately could not make the meeting due to a commitment in Greece for the MCA.

2.   
Unofficial Ferry Traffic Separation Scheme (UFTSS)
MT stated that this is a gentleman’s agreement only.  MM said that even ferries do not always use it and perhaps need a reminder.  RB stated that pleasure craft did not necessarily need to have knowledge of it but perhaps a good idea so that they could avoid it or be aware of the direction they might expect ferries to be transiting.  DR2 stated he was not sure all deep sea pilots are aware of the UFTSS. MP suggested perhaps there was a need to make it official: CHIRP does not like anything vague.  BH believed it could not be made mandatory and anything promulgated would need to be carefully worded. ND pointed out that it was only Dover/Calais operators who normally used the UFTSS and that the other routes to Boulogne and Dunkerque did not. MO said that the yachting fraternity were unaware of the UFTSS and suggested sailing magazine/newsletter articles would be a good way to pass information on.  It was agreed that perhaps this “preferred commonly used route” needs to be marked on charts. MM will liaise with MT regarding details and will take forward within the MCA and ultimately to UKSON.















ACTION MM/MT
3.
Pleasure Craft

MT asked for thoughts and feedback regarding pleasure craft using the Dover Strait.  MO stated that most were quite frightened when in the Dover Strait.  It appeared they tended to use autopilots to take the easiest route and usually in a straight line but often altered course at the last minute, causing problems for larger traffic.  BH mentioned a recent case concerning the status of PWC that had gone to court.  MO offered to liaise with RYA to raise awareness and RB will endeavour to find a representative from the pleasure craft fraternity.





 
















ACTION MO/RB
4.
Road Shows & Marinas

MT stated that an idea had been put forward to provide road shows for yacht clubs/marina users with the ferry companies possibly being involved.  MP and AH agreed that face to face contact couldn’t be beaten.  MT also mentioned the possibility of the ferry companies allowing yacht club members to travel on the bridge of the ferries to provide some education.  RB felt this would not be easy to organise.  MO stated that the average yachtsman made about 10 crossings per year and that lack of awareness was the biggest problem. PD said that although there were many yacht clubs on the other side of the Channel there had been no response from them with regard to the Group.  JM believed that the organisation of the whole area was very complex. RB suggested a poster could be promulgated but it was agreed that an article in publications would be better.  DR stated that there could be some interaction with SeaVision UK on this and GW said he will be at the next meeting in March and will report back on this subject.









ACTION GW

5.
Fishing Vessels & Code Boats
11.
Possibility of fishing restrictions
BH stated that codes cover working boats according to various criteria.  Angling boats and trawlers particularly have been causing problems.  MM stated that there needed to be some control as often the concentration of fishing vessels caused problems for traffic navigating the Strait.  GW said that he saw no way of the concentration being controlled if each individual vessel is complying with Rule 10(c) of the COLREGS and not impeding passage.  The subject of AIS being fitted to the smaller vessels was discussed and it was agreed that AIS is not an answer to collision avoidance or an ideal medium for communication, but should be used only as an aid to navigation.  DE stated that small French vessels cannot be detected on radar and reminded those present that the fishermen were mainly interested in earning their living and everything else came second, to which PD agreed. GW pointed out that the lanes were widened in 1983 to give allowance for fishing vessels.  BH stated that on occasions a risk has been identified – this could be an issue that should be raised at a higher level by MT at the next UKSON meeting. JM informed the Group that fishing vessel operators came to Gris-Nez to be educated and also benefited from trips on the French ferries.  RB stated that unmarked fishing pots were an ongoing problem.










ACTION MT
6.
Diving

MM is a member of Dover Sub Aqua Club and informed the Group of what type of marker buoy denotes a diver under the surface, how they have to make decompression stops and that they are very vulnerable. There had been a local incident recently where a diver was injured when surfacing.  MP suggested marker buoy details could be published by CHIRP and CK suggested information could be incorporated in a Notice to Mariners.  MM to liaise with MT.









ACTION MM

7.
Cross Channel Swims

JM stated that the number of swims had increased considerably.  MT mentioned over 200 swims last year and that the UK had no legal powers to stop swims although the French do not allow them from France to UK.  He thanked the two swimming associations for their co-operation during the past year and pointed out that there have been no incidents concerning swimmers but there is still a higher potential risk with an increased number of crossings.  The MCA alone cannot challenge the subject of not allowing swims. There was an attempt to ban swims/unorthodox crossings in 1991 which failed.  MR said that they had no more than 6 pilots operating and liaised closely with Dover CG and Cross Gris-Nez.  MO stated that pilots of escort boats always tried to comply with regulations.  MM suggested that perhaps more broadcasts could be made when swims/crossings are taking place. GW agreed that this could be looked at.










ACTION MT/GW
8.
Co-ordinates for position identification

DR2 stated that co-ordinates for position identification are more useful to have as bearing and distance and as a latitude and longitude than just bearing and distance alone.   MT said that the system at Dover CG generates bearing and distance automatically but at Gris-Nez latitude and longitude is used and a full reporting procedure is still necessary.  MT will investigate the possibility of providing latitude and longitude in addition to bearing and distance.











ACTION MT
9.
Use of the Deep Water Route (DWR)

DR2 stated that he could see no reason for vessels with a draught of less than 16 metres using the DWR if it was considered safe to do so – in fact sometimes it was safer e.g. when there were groups of fishing vessels in the lane. Dutch vessels often adopted this approach.  MM believed vessels should use their own discretion.  MP asked who could perform a management exercise as the DWR cannot be allowed to be a free for all.  MT stated that a survey had been carried out on ships using the DWR – it appeared only about 0.5nm was saved in distance.  JM suggested this should be discussed in more detail at a later date.

10.
Wedge/Fox Trot 3 proposal
RF provided a handout showing the proposal.  This is to be introduced in two stages 1) introduce wedge 2) rearrange buoyage and should make overtaking safer. This is going through UKSON at present and probably will be brought into force in July 2007.
12.
Implementation of DSUWG resolutions

MT stated that some action points will be taken to UKSON where he will emphasise the benefit of the DSUWG.  BH said that items of interest can be fed to the MCA Regions and HQ, in particular to Navigation & Safety Branch for education purposes.

13. 
AOB

BH thanked MT and his colleagues for initiating the Group and all for attending. AH expressed his concern that the style of discussion should be towards reducing problems rather than towards trying to stop anything in particular – 
5. RNLI will always be around to pick up the pieces whatever. MP felt that anyone in the Group should be able to say what they wanted to.  LN & MT highlighted the fact that exchange visits are taking place between staff at Dover & Gris-Nez. DR1 asked whether the rumour that Dover might take over the control of the whole Channel was true.  MT replied with a resounding no. RF suggested that the DSUWG could possibly become a sub committee of UKSON and would contact Joe Collins to approve this.  MT stated that the Group should be an open forum for subjects to be raised and discussed in the future and progress reports to be received.









ACTION RF

14.
Date of Next Meeting

Tuesday 12 September 2006 at MCA Dover.
