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DOVER STRAIT USERS WORKING GROUP MEETING #8
Wednesday 02 September 2009
CONFERENCE ROOM, MCA DOVER
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Gerald Irvine 
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Daniel Evrard 
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(DE)
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Dover Harbour Board 
(RB1)
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Roger Barker 
Trinity House 
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Nick Jordan 

RYA 



(NJ)




Ray Cooper 

CSA 
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Gordon Wise 
MCA 



(GW)




Neil Doyle 

Deepsea & Coastal Pilots 
(ND)




Patricia Brooks 
Deepsea & Coastal Pilots 
(PB)




Jean Sebastien Guilly Seafrance 


(JSG)




Geoff Tully 

Ramsgate Port 

(GT)

Minutes:

Elaine Burnett (EB)
	1.
	WELCOME & INTRODUCTIONS

	
	KB welcomed and thanked all for attending and introductions were made by all participants. Apologies were received from Allen Head, Capt. Derek Richards (who is now retiring), Nick Dodson, Jesper Christiansen, Mike Toogood, Patrick Deneire, Roger Francis, Capt. Saurabh Sachdeva, Sebastien Gosselin, Sylvain Leducq, Paul Townsend, Dave Webb and Andy Perry.  

	
	

	2.
	MINUTES OF LAST MEETING & ACTIONS ARISING

	
	· KB – F3 Buoy Chart Markings – now completed.
· KB – Windfarm update – Nothing more to add to what has been sent out in their regular bulletins, apart from the fact that the pillars are now visible above water. KV: Issue re language when a boat called and French side not certain? EM2: The French are aware. KV: This incident was 2 months ago, so this may have changed. EM2 – will action if a copy is sent to him of what happened. RB2: The plan is that the site will always be marked and will slowly grow and be marked as required. The dangerous time is now whilst the mono piles are in the water. He asked to be briefed regarding any incidents.

· KB – Bi- lingual form for French contraventions – this has now been received.

· KB – The Great Race – this event was cancelled

· KB - To promulgate dates of Cross Channel Swims for this year to ferry companies and other interested parties – Actioned.

	
	

	3.
	SIGNIFICANT EVENTS & CONTRAVENTIONS

	· 
	· KB informed the group of the number of contraventions Dover has processed during March to August this year: 19 Rogues, 14 Zombies  and 11 Hazreps, with nothing significant to report. We have also written to some Danish and Swedish yachts regarding their actions.

· EM2 – since our last meeting there have been 11 fishing vessels prosecuted following the October 2008 blockade of the lanes and each were fined between 800 and 3000 Euros, with a 7,500 Euro maximum fine, so this policy had great significance and we will see what happens if there is another blockade. November 2009 is when the next court is due. KB: Were there difficulties in April with the slow rolling blockade of the lane by fishing vessels? EM2 this was less worse than when the blockade was moving against the flow of traffic. He reported that all was calm at present.
· KB – Reported to group that the Great Race (see actions above) was due to go ahead but was cancelled due to the numbers involved and the sheer logistics. MO: The French authorities did not want to go ahead and part of the problem was that their objection was late, but once the pilot boats withdrew, the event didn’t go ahead.

	
	


	4.
	DEEP WATER ROUTE

	
	

	
	· KB: The Deep Water Route was discussed as a standing agenda item and whilst it was noted that there have been no significant incidents in the previous six months, there remain ongoing concerns.  KV made a suggestion that NE bound CALDOVREPs for deep draught vessels should include the ETA for the approach to the DWR, and this would then be added to the CNIS/SNIM information broadcasts to positively improve the awareness of the passage of a deep draught vessel through the DWR. All agreed. ACTION 1: KB1 KB will raise ongoing concerns again with the Navigation Safety Branch. 

	
	


	5.
	DOVER STRAIT RISK ASSESSMENT

	
	

	
	· KB then gave a presentation (attached). Following the 3 October 2008 AFTAG meeting in Paris, the French authorities proposed a speed limitation in the Dover Strait and the English proposed a general risk assessment of the Dover Strait, following which a summary of requirements was put together and BMT ISIS  were contracted to produce  the report. 



	
	

	6.
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS

	
	

	
	· EM2: CGN/Boulogne/Cherbourg are receiving a lot of emails re unorthodox crossings for permit requests. We would like to inform the group and other parties that from now on we will only accept a proper written letter to Boulogne (not email)  for application of permits, and in most cases they will answer directly to avoid emails criss-crossing. 95-99% lead to a refusal. A discussion followed and KB informed the group that the final report would be considred at AFSONG on 30 September 2009 whereupon outside stakeholders would be consulted.  KB: Could we produce a bi-lingual form between us? If people write the letter, they tend not to include all the information required. EM2: So long as it is understood that the form is not a permission or permit – they will only be able to cross with an issued permit. ACTION 2 – EM2/KB to produce bi-lingual application form for unorthodox crossing applications. MO: Will that affect swims as they are ‘official’? The 1990 agreement is still in place and when we have applications for such crossings using plastic ducks, rubber balls etc we refuse them. TleG asked MO what the number of swims were this year,  MO: about 205 to 210, with approx 25 unorthodox crossings. EM2: Did they go ahead without permits? MO: We need a policy/letter from you giving parameters and clarifying this. M. Evrard: Re swimmers. Ferry traffic plus CGN to Wissant, fastboat new service 35-40k, plus Ramsgate/Boulogne needs to be taken into consideration. MO: We have AIS and monitor and try to talk to commercial traffic plus ferry traffic but 50% refuse to reply. Don’t know the reason for this. KB: If cause for concern, contact us. EM1: Requirement is to comply with the collision regulations. EM2: Guidelines good but would still like to see letters even if not giving permission. MO: Could put something on my website stating French address. RBird: As far as the Port of Dover is concerned we need to pass them to KB/CNIS. Should we continue to do so? KB: Yes please. TleG: Maximum number of pilot boats used? MO: 13-14 (his plus CSA). TleG: 3 or 4 days this summer lots in NE lane plus a big long line of pilot boats. Future high number of vessels? What maximum number going out at any one time? MO: Can we discuss this outside of this meeting?

· RB2: Reported on recent change to Varne light vessel in April, experimenting with low powered fixed red light to supplement the new LED main light.  Changing to LED’s on lighthouses in future.

· RB2: AIS as an aid to navigation? Met French colleague last week concerning  AIS aids to navigation (ATON) on Varne and Sandettie, Trinity House will not deploy too many though because ATON AIS messages are transmitted using  message 21 and many ships cannot receive these. 

· KB: Said he appreciated input and attendance by all. Hopes all found Dover Strait Risk Assessment presentation helpful.

	
	

	
	

	7.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING

	
	The next meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 3 March 2010.


ACTION POINTS
NO.
ACTION
ATTRIBUTED TO
1
Raise ongoing concerns DWR with Navigation Safety Branch, MCA Southampton
Kaimes Beasley
2
To produce bi-lingual application form for unorthodox crossing applications
Eamon Mangan/Kaimes Beasley
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